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Revision Surgery Update 

Hello once again Everyone, It’s me, yes me, Christina, at the typing helm of Fast Lane Travel. I hope you 
have your fresh brew the way you like it as we sit for a spell.  

But first, I wanted to share a little update on Peter’s continuing recovery journey. He recently had revision 
surgery — not exactly the kind of adventure anyone signs up for — but he’s meeting it with his usual mix of 
grit, humor, and that determination he carries around like a superpower. Every week brings a little more 
strength, a little more mobility, and a whole lot more gratitude. He’s not quite ready to run a typing race, 
but he is moving forward, and that’s the direction that matters. 
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Lights, Camera, Action 
 

We also had a fun moment 
this week: Peter was invited 
onto a podcast to talk about 
his work, his passion and 
some of the stories that have 
shaped him over the years. 
And in a fun upgrade to the 
process, the team didn’t just 
record audio — they filmed 
him as well. Peter joked that 
he wasn’t sure whether he 
was supposed to talk or 
prepare for his close-up, but 
he handled it like a natural. 
The conversation was lively, 
thoughtful, and full of those 
classic Peter moments 
where he drops a line that makes everyone pause and smile. 

 
 

The Neck Tie 

One of the things that has impressed me while knowing Peter, and as you all may well know, is that Peters 
life experiences and historical knowledge is fascinating. I always enjoy the moments he steals away in his 
head and gives history lessons which then evolve into life lessons. This week I am summarizing a 
wonderful story Peter told over lunch one day.  

Earlier in the week, we joined Peter and along the lines of conversation, Peter thought of another tid-bit of 
History. As we were discussing Austria as being one of my favorite countries to visit, this story must have 
been sitting in his mind.  Peter countered my comment with another piece of Austrian history: the Battle 
of Vienna in 1683. 

 It’s one of those dramatic turning points in Europe’s story. Kara Mustafa Pasha led a massive Ottoman 
army into Central Europe, expecting a decisive victory. Instead, a coalition of European forces — 
including the famous Polish cavalry under King Jan Sobieski — broke the siege in a sweeping 
counterattack. The Ottoman army retreated, and the defeat marked the beginning of a long shift in power 
across the region. 
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But the part that really sticks with you is what happened afterward. Kara Mustafa Pasha wore a green silk 
cord around his neck during the campaign — a symbolic gift from the Sultan. The meaning was painfully 
clear: if he returned unsuccessful, that same cord would be used to execute him. And after the defeat at 
Vienna, that’s exactly what happened. He was executed in Belgrade on December 25, 1683, with that very 
cord — considered a more “gentlemanly” method for high-ranking officials, though the symbolism was 
unmistakable. 

 

Thus, people began wearing silk ties around their necks.  

It’s such a striking contrast — one simple strand of silk, and two very different stories. In one moment, 
silk carried the weight of duty and consequence. In another, it became something elegant, personal, and 
expressive. That is the part of history I keep coming back to: the material itself doesn’t decide the 
meaning. People do. We take what we’re given — a thread, a story, a place, a season — and we shape it 
into something new. 

And maybe that’s why Peter’s little history lessons stay with me. They remind me that travel does the very 
same thing. It takes old roads, old stones, old traditions, and somehow turns them into fresh wonder. 
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 Which brings us quite beautifully to Tuscany — a place that has mastered the art of turning simple things 
into something unforgettable: sunlight on a hillside, grapes on a vine, flour and olive oil on a table, and 
strangers becoming friends over a glass of wine.  

 
 

Germany, Austria, and Italy and Chasing Sunsets 

Celebrate Father’s Day with a truly unforgettable gift—an experience that goes far beyond the ordinary 
and creates lasting memories. A tour together is something your father will cherish forever, offering 
quality time and shared adventure that can’t be replicated. Over the years, we’ve had the pleasure of 
hosting many father/son teams on our tours, and time and again, they’ve told us it was one of the most 
meaningful experiences they’ve ever shared. It’s not just a trip—it’s a story you’ll both carry with you for a 
lifetime. 

Speaking of shaping experiences into something meaningful — the Tuscany tour is coming up.  We still 
have room, so if you’re just thinking about it, it’s time to act now and register. Tuscany has always been 
one of those places that fills us up: the food, the people, the light, the stories tucked into every hill and 
vineyard. It’s the promise of good wine, good company, and a Tuscan sunset.  

Below I have added a few photos from the annals of Thomas’s photo album along with a few of mine, as 
they say, pictures are worth a thousand words. 
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You’d never know they were strangers only a week prior!  
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Please stay healthy and 
happy. I’m looking forward to 
the great times we will have 
together again with my Team 
on one of the fabulous tours 
we are planning for 2026. All 
the best to you, Peter 


