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Life in the FAST LANE 
 #9 / Issue #313 Saturday, February 28th, 2026 

  

  

 

Dear Fast Lane Family 

I hope this week finds you smiling, dreaming about open roads, delicious meals, and maybe a little 
European sunshine. Before we shift into gear, here’s a brief personal update: I’ve been recovering from 
carpal tunnel surgery. Don’t worry, I’m recuperating well — but for now, let’s just say it’s ironic that the 
wrist responsible for decades of spirited shifting is the one that needed the tune-up. 

Germany in the spring brings one of its most beloved culinary treasures: Spargelzeit — White Asparagus 
Season. Catherine’s wonderful story this week paints a picture of the mysterious “dirt mounds” dotting 
German fields and the fascinating labor behind cultivating this delicate, sweet, tender vegetable. 

TO: Our Fast Lane Travel Family in Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, Dubai, Ecuador, all of Europe, Iceland, 
Iceland, Japan, Kuwait, New Zealand, South Africa, and 
the USA! 

TOPICS: 

A Taste of Germany’s White 
Gold: Spargel Season 

Spotlight on Germany: The 
2026 Black Forest Fest 

Traveling Together:  
Romance & Horsepower 

The Romantic Wild West  
Tour & Southern Fall Colors 

My Final Thoughts 
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A Taste of Germany’s White Gold: Spargel Season 

By Catherine Moore 

When I was in my early 20s, I moved to Germany in late November. The fields I passed on my way to work 
each day were barren in winter, but as spring approached, I noticed the fields were full of small mounds 
of dirt. Each mound was only a few inches high, but the mounds were spaced evenly, about a foot apart, 
and there were rows and rows of them. However, as the weeks went by, I noticed that the mounds kept 
growing bigger and taller until they were over a foot tall. 

My curiosity required an answer to this intriguing dirt mound phenomenon, so I asked my German co-
worker about these growing mounds of dirt. She replied that it was how Spargel, or white asparagus, was 
grown.  I had never heard of or seen white asparagus, and honestly, it didn’t sound very appealing either. 
She went on to explain that Spargel is similar to its green cousin but is prized for its sweetness and 
tenderness. Farmers mound dirt over the asparagus shoots to prevent sunlight from reaching them and 
turning them green. As the shoots grow, more dirt is added to the mounds to keep them covered. Growing 
Spargel is very labor intensive as it must also be hand-harvested. After the mounds of dirt are removed, 
the workers must bend down to gently snip the Spargel off its root, one by one.  

My co-worker convinced me that I needed to try Spargel before condemning it. So off to a local restaurant 
we went for a Spargel lunch. Wow… it was an amazing lunch:  Spargel, smothered in Hollandaise sauce, 
with delicious ham. I became a devotee and enjoyed many meals featuring Spargel over the next few 
weeks. But sadly, I found out that Spargelzeit (the time Spargel is available) is only April through late June. 
I had to wait until the following April to enjoy Spargel once again.  

So, if you are lucky enough to join one of our Fast Lane Travel European tours in May or June, don’t miss 
out on the chance to experience Germany’s “White Gold”: Spargel. You’ll love it! 

 

Spotlight on Germany:  
The 2026 Black Forest 
PORSCHE Fest 

Let’s turn our attention once again to a traveler 
favorite: Our 2026 Black Forest PORSCHE Fest — a 
journey that mixes culture, cuisine, and 
heart-pounding driving into a seamless dream. 
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This tour is the full package: 

- Stuttgart’s PORSCHE Factory & Museum 

- Bavarian Alps with sweeping scenic curves 

- Lake Constance shimmering under Alpine skies 

- The Black Forest — deep, mysterious, and breathtaking 

- The Rhine Valley — castles, vineyards, and medieval charm 

Traveling Together: Romance & Horsepower 

Our Tuscany and Dolomites tours continue to be two of our most romantic adventures — perfect for 
couples who want an intimate European getaway with just a dash (or more!) of excitement. Women love 
these tours for the scenery, the wine, and the charm. Men love them because they get to enjoy all that 
AND pretend—for just a moment—that they’re filming their own high-speed European documentary. 
Whenever couples travel together, there’s always that moment when the GPS says “recalculating” … and 
suddenly everyone gets very quiet. The good news? The PORSCHE navigation system argues far less than 
most husbands and wives. 

The Romantic Wild West Tour & Southern Fall Colors 

If you’re craving stateside adventure . . .  

 

The Romantic Wild West Tour- https://tri.ps/LDzsr 

 

 

 

https://tri.ps/LDzsr
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The Southern Fall Colors Tour - https://tri.ps/qXekk 
 

 

 

My Final Thoughts 

It’s said that women pack for every possibility, while men pack five minutes before leaving. Fortunately, 
the only thing that needs to be fast on our tours… is the car. 

 

Please visit www.fastlanetravel.com for all our Fabulous Tours! 

 

Please stay healthy and happy. I’m looking forward to the 
great times we will have together again with my Team on one 
of the fabulous tours we are planning for 2026 & 2027. All the 
best to you, Peter 

 

https://tri.ps/qXekk
http://www.fastlanetravel.com/

